Calendar of Maggi’s ‘Dear Friends’ letters

1 Nov. 1985, 3 pp: “I won’t even try to explain why I haven’t written a group letter in many months.” [This would suggest that there had been earlier letters.]

18 Feb. 1986, 4 pp.: “Since I last wrote, I’ve spent a whirlwind 3 weeks in the U.S....”

12 April 1986, 4 pp.:  “I know El Salvador’s not in the news...”

1 July 1986, 4 pp.:  Ït’s been a while since I last wrote, perhaps because it’s been a particularly difficult and hectic time here.”

8 Sept. 1986, 5 pp.:  “After a short visit to California in August, El Salvador looks lush and green...”

24 Oct. 1986, 5 pp.:  “Two week’s after October 10’s devastating (7.5) earthquake...”

30 Dec. 1986, 5 pp.:  “Despite a trip to LA in early December and another one scheduled for January...”

29 March 1987, 5 pp.:  “It’s been a while since I’ve written, so I’ll just try to catch up a bit on things here.”

20 April 1987, 5 pp.:  “On Good Friday, I finally visited San Carlos Lempa...”

25 July 1987, 6 pp.:  “So much happens, yet sometimes it’s hard to know what to write about.”

22 Oct. 1987, 5 pp.:  “Everybody asks if the Central American Peace plan has made a difference here.”

31 Jan. 1988, 6 pp.: “After three years in El Salvador I wish I could say that things were getting better.”

5 May 1988, 4 pp.:  “During my visit to the States last month everyone asked about the effects of the March legislative and municipal elections.”

8 July 1988, 5 pp.:  “Since my last letter, the political situation has settled only slightly.”

7 December 1988, 4 pp.:  “It’s been a long time since my last letter, and there’s no shortage of things to report.”

7 March 1989, 6 pp.:  “I’ve been thinking about writing a letter but reluctant to do so when events are moving so fast that anything I write will surely be out of date...”

20 April 1989, 6 pp.:  “As I was writing this letter on April 19, the Attonry General was killed by an explosive placed on the roof of his Cherokee jeep...”

29 May 1989, 3 pp.: “Just a quick note, rather than my usual tome (I hope).”

22 July 1989, 6 pp.:  “The juxtaposition of the everyday—sun shining, flowers blooming—and incomprehensible violence never ceases to amaze me.”

3 Feb. 1990, 5 pp.:  “I just wanted to write a quick letter to let you that I’m back in El Salvador, back at the Human Rights Institute at the UCA.”

29 Jan. 1991, 6 pp.: “It’s now a year since I returned to El Salvador after the offencsive and the killing of the Jesuits.”  [This letter is erroneously dated 29 Jan. 1990, but the real date is clear from the content.]

11 Oct. 1991, 6 pp.:  “Since I have been so close to the Jesuit case, I felt compelled to write something about the jury trial and our efforts to understand what it means—a continuing process.”

21 Dec. 1992, 5 pp.: “Another year has gone by and I’m still in El Salvador.”

11 Feb. [no date], 1 p.: fragment beginning “Since I wrote the enclosed letter, the situation here has deteriorated markedly.”

23 full letters plus the one-page fragment
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